Name:  ___________

PSSA Writing Skill Practice # 1
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Read the passage below and then answer questions 1– 4. 
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1. Which sentence contains a capitalization error? 

A sentence 1 

B sentence 4 
C sentence 11 

D sentence 14 

2. Which sentence should be removed from the passage because it does not support 
the topic? 

A sentence 3 
B sentence 6 

C sentence 9 

D sentence 12 

3. Which word should be changed in sentence 8? 

A change of to off 

B change flew to flu 

C change right to write 

D change threw to through 
4. Which is the correct way to punctuate sentence 16? 

A When it was time for recess, she asked the class, “How about a game of 
baseball?” 
B When it was time for recess, she asked the class, “How about a game of 
baseball”? 
C “When it was time for recess, she asked the class, How about a game of 
baseball?” 
D “When it was time for recess, she asked the class,” How about a game of 
baseball? 

Read the passage below and then answer questions 5– 8. 
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5. Which sentence can be removed without changing the meaning of the passage? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2  
C. sentence 4 

D. sentence 5 

6. Which word is used incorrectly and should be changed? 

A. saw should be seen in sentence 2 
B. Their should be There in sentence 7  
C. Some should be Sum in sentence 8 
D. of should be off in sentence 9 
7. Choose the best place to add the following sentence. 
 These rocks are as beautiful as a golden sunset. 

A. after sentence 2 

B. after sentence 4 

C. after sentence 6 

D. after sentence 8  
8. Choose the correct form of the word other’s in sentence 10. 
A. others’ 

B. other 

C. others  
D. others’s 

Read the passage below and then answer questions 9–12. 
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9. Which sentence shows the correct comma placement for sentence 3? 

A It was made, of metal and it was painted a shiny gray. 

B It was made of metal, and it was painted a shiny gray. 
C It was made of metal and, it was painted a shiny gray. 

D It was made of metal and it was painted, a shiny gray. 

10. Which is the correct form of the verb in sentence 5? 

A worn 

B weared 

C wore 
D wear 

11. Which is the best way to rewrite sentence 7? 
A The bank was cool because of the way you put your money into it. 
B The cool thing was the way you put your money into it, the bank that is. 

C The bank was cool because of how you put your money into the bank. 

D The cool thing about the bank was because of how you put your money into the bank. 

12. Which sentence could best end with an exclamation mark? 

A sentence 4 
B sentence 8 
C sentence 9 

D sentence 11 
Read the passage below and then answer questions 13–16. 
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13. Which word group from sentence 1 contains both a subject and a verb? 

A. Kelly woke up 
B. on Saturday morning 

C. and looked out 

D. her bedroom window 

14. Where does this sentence best fit in the passage? 
It seemed like a big white blanket had settled over the neighborhood. 

A. after sentence 2   

B. after sentence 3 
C. after sentence 4 
D. after sentence 6 
15. In sentence 5, whom is used incorrectly. Which form is correct? 
A. who’s 
B. whose 
C. who  
D. whoever 
16. Which is the correct use of quotation marks for sentence 7? 

A. Come right over here and let’s play “outside.” 

B. “Come right over here” and let’s play outside. 

C. Come right over here and “let’s play outside.” 

D. “Come right over here and let’s play outside.” 
Read the passage below and then answer questions 17–20. 
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17. Which change should be made to correct an error? 

A too should be to in sentence 1 
B not should be knot in sentence 4 

C its should be it’s in sentence 7 

D their should be there in sentence 11 

18. Which is an incomplete sentence? 
A sentence 2 

B sentence 3 
C sentence 8 

D sentence 10 

19. Which sentence has a mistake in end punctuation? 
A sentence 1 

B sentence 4 
C sentence 6 

D sentence 7 

20. Which sentence should be removed from the passage because it does not support 
the topic? 
A sentence 6 

B sentence 7 

C sentence 9 
D sentence 11 

Read the passage below and then answer questions 21–24. 

[image: image7.wmf]
21. Choose the correct form of the verb begin in sentence 2. 
A. began 
B. begins  

C. beginning 
D. begun 
22. In sentence 4, where is a comma needed? 
A. after In 
B. after words 
C. after you 
D. after see 
23. Without changing the meaning of the sentence, which could replace the phrase As a result in sentence 9? 

A. For example 
B. Nevertheless 
C. Because of this 
D. Furthermore 
24.  Which word is misspelled? 
A. imagine in sentence 1 
B. invented in sentence 7 
C. drivers in sentence 8 
D. automattic in sentence 12 
