BYLAWS OF
THE CENTRE LEARNING COMMUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL 

PARENTS GROUP
or “FRIENDS OF CLC”
(Revised May 2009)

Article I:  Name
The name of this organization shall be the “Centre Learning Community Charter School Parents Group” (or simply the Friends of CLC) – and hereafter referred to either as the Parent Group or the “Friends.”
Article II.  Mission
The objectives of the Parents Group are as follows:

To promote the welfare of children.
To promote laws for the care and protection of children.
To promote close relations between home and school.
To support and enhance school morale and environment.
To support and promote special programs and activities.

To support and promote special activities and programs.

Article III.  Membership
Membership will be granted to all parents and guardians of children currently enrolled at CLC Charter School upon attendance at a monthly meeting.  There are no dues and membership is open to all who are interested in attending meetings and attend.  Membership is strongly urged and encouraged.

Article IV.  Officers and Their Election

Section 1:  The Officers of this Group shall be a President, a Vice-president, a Treasurer, and a Secretary.  Elections shall be held once a year at the November meeting.  Officers shall assume their official duties immediately following the election - and shall serve for one year or until their successors are elected.
Section 2:  Nominations for officers shall be made by a nominating committee comprised of existing Officers and the Parent Liaison from the CLC Board of Directors.  The nominating committee shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Parents Group at the meeting preceding the election meeting.  The consent of each candidate must be obtained to be placed in nomination.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor during the election meeting.
Section 3:  A vacancy occurring in any Office between elections shall be filled by the Officers.

Article V.  Meetings
Monthly meetings will be held on the third Thursday of each month during the school year (unless it needs to be re-scheduled).  All meeting will be held at the school unless an alternative location is needed.  Such a decision can be made by the Officers and shall be publicized accordingly.  The regular meeting time will be 6:30 p.m. – but may be changed by vote of the current Officers.  Changes in meeting date, time and possibly location will be announced through notices either in the Friday folder, flyers posted on the CLC Bulletin board in the school lobby, and/or on the Friends of CLC link on the School website http://clccharter.org/staff.html.

If a meeting must be canceled, then it will automatically be rescheduled for the following Thursday at the regular time and at the school. 
Article VI.  Voting Body

The voting body of the Friends of CLC shall consist of the elected Officers, Committee Chairs, and members in attendance at a given meeting.  
A liaison person appointed by the Board of CLC, a formal component of the CLC Nonprofit Corporation, shall also have vote.  This special position will be designated Board Liaison.  The mission of the Board Liaison is determined by the Board of CLC – but is understood to be more or less parallel to that of the Parents Group.
Article VII.  Officers and Their Election

The Officers of the Friends of CLC shall be President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary.

Article VIII.  Officers and Duties
Section 1.  Officers’ duties. 

President.  Organizes meetings, acts as contact person to represent the group, keeps in contact with the Teachers.  Appoints Committee Chairs with the approval of the Officers and Current Committee Chairs.
Vice-president.  Assists the president and serves to conduct meetings in the absence of the President.

Treasurer.  Keeps track of club funds and oversees accounts with the assistance of the School Business Manager; reports to the Parent Group; helps coordinate fundraisers with committee chairs.

Secretary.  Keep Minutes of meetings; keeps the web site information updated through working with CLC Technical Support staff; sends out a reminder of meetings in Friday folders.  Minutes will be available to members upon request to the Secretary.
Section 2.

Terms of Office:  All terms of Office are for one year with the option of re-election and begin with the November Friends of CLC meeting immediately following the election.  All members of the Friends of CLC Parent Group are eligible to hold Office and to vote in an election.  A member will have previous to the election have expressed an interest to be an Officer (see Article III).   

Section 3.

Nomination of Officers:  A nominating committee comprises of the current elected Officers and Committee members shall identify a slate of for the annual election.  In addition – nominations may come from the floor during the annual election at the November meeting.  The member making the nomination and the member being nominated must be present at the meeting during nomination and voting.  All members of the Parent Group are eligible for nomination and a member may nominate his- or herself. Nominations will be accepted up until nominations are closed during that portion of the annual meeting.

Section 4.

Voting for Officers:  If at all possible, voting for Officers will take place during the October Friends of CLC Parents Meeting.  A slate of the candidates provided by the nominating committee (the Friends of CLC) and an announcement of where and when the election will occur must be sent out in the Friday Folders at least one week in advance of the election.  Voting at the annual election may be by voice or written ballot and need only be a simple majority.

Section 5.

Committee Chairs shall be appointed by the President and approved by a majority vote the other elected Officers and existing Committee Chairs.

Article IX.  Resignations.  
Any Officer, Committee Chair, or Committee member may resign such position at any time.  Such resignation should be made in writing and will take effect from the time of its receipt by the Parent Group, unless some later time is specified in the resignation.  The acceptance of the resignation shall not be required to make it effective.
Article X.  Finances

All money earned from Friends of CLC fundraisers, with the exception of the 8th Grade Trip Fundraiser, will be kept in a separate account of the Friends of CLC Parent Group.  All funds raised for the mission of the Friends of the CLC Parent Group (see Article II) will be under the management of the Friends of CLC. 

Article XI.  Fundraising

The purpose of Friends of CLC fund-raising is to provide financial support to advance to mission of the Friends of CLC Parent Group (see Article II).  Principal foci will be on education and community building that benefits a significant portion of the CLC Community.

Article XII.  Allocation and Reimbursement of Funds

Section 1.

 The following questions should be considered before voting on a proposal or request for Friends of CLC funding.
Does the proposal or request fit the mission of the Parent Group (see Article II)?

For example:

· Is the request being made by a student club, an individual, or a sizeable group of teachers or parents?  

· Will the activity or purchase benefit a significant portion of the students, teacher & staff, or the larger CLC community?  

· Does the activity or purchase support educational programs, encourage community-building, or foster communication in the School?
Is the request fiscally wise?  

Applicable questions are:

· How much is being requested?

· How much money does “Friends of CLC” have available in the Treasury?

· How much of the Treasury is committed for future activities and expenses?

· What fund-raisers remain in the school year and how much are they likely to earn?

Section 2.

Request for funds can be submitted by CLC Teachers & Staff; student clubs, and Parent Group members.
Section 3.

Any money portioned out to the School must be voted upon by the attending members of the Parent Group at a monthly meeting.

Section 4.

Following a vote in which funding is approved, it will be the President who shall be responsible for providing the School Business Manager with the name(s) of the individual who will be making the required expenditures and the amount approved for reimbursement from the Parent Group account. 

Section 5.

Request for re-imbursement of personal funds expended on behalf of CLC should be pre-approved and accompanied by a receipt of purchase.  The exact amount shall be recorded in the minutes.

Article XIII.  Voting.
Section 1.

Any Parents Group member who attends a Parent Group meeting may vote.  Membership is automatic to a CLC parent or guardian attending a monthly meeting (see Article III).  
Section 2.

A minimum of 3 Officers shall be considered the necessary quorum in order for official business (a vote on something) to occur. 
Section 3.

A simple majority of those present during a meeting in which a motion for a vote is made – shall carry.  

 Article XIV.  Amendments and revisions.
Section 1.

Proposed bylaw changes may originate with the Officers or any interested member who shall prepare the proposed amendment in writing and present signatures of at least 4 regular members on a petition.  The petition shall be submitted to the President, who shall present the proposed bylaw change to the membership at a regular monthly meeting no later than 70 days after receipt.
Section 2.

Any proposed bylaw amendments or changes shall be announced and made available to the members at least 20 days prior to their presentation for vote at a meeting.

Section 3.

A bylaw amendment or change must receive a two-thirds or more majority vote of all members at a monthly meeting. 

